
6th Grade Agriculture and Human Civilization Inquiry 

Was the Development of Agriculture Good for Humans? 

Supporting Question 2 

Supporting 
Question 

How did the development of agriculture in Mesopotamia lead to the development of writing? 

Social 
Studies 
Practices 

  Gathering, Using, and Interpreting Evidence    Chronological Reasoning and Causation 

Inquiry Process and Skills 

Connect 

Acquire background knowledge 

Uses sources to acquire 
background information and 
brainstorms ideas for further 
inquiry. [ESIFC 5.1] 

Develop and frame questions about 
topics related to historical events 
occurring in the Eastern Hemisphere that 
can be answered by gathering, 
interpreting, and using evidence. [SS 
Practices A.1] 

Cite textual evidence to support 
analysis of primary and secondary 
sources.  [Lit for Hist RHST.6.1] 

Wonder 

Develop questions 

Assesses questions to 
determine which can be 
answered by simple facts, 
which cannot be answered, 
and which would lead to an 
interesting inquiry. [ESIFC 5.2] 

Identify, effectively select, and analyze 
different forms of evidence used to make 
meaning in social studies. [SS Practices 
A.2] 

Identify key steps in text’s description 
of a process related to history/social 
studies. [Lit for Hist RH.6.3] 

Investigate 

Analyze and summarize evidence to answer the research questions 

Uses online catalog 
independently to locate 
specific books, get 
classification numbers, and 
browse the shelves. [ESIFC 6.1] 

Identify and describe how environments 
affect human activities and how human 
activities affect physical environments 
through the study of cases in the Eastern 
Hemisphere. [SS Practices D.3] 

 

Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text. [Lit 
for Hist RH.6.4] 

Construct 

Interpret information 

Combines information and 
weighs evidence to draw 
conclusions and create 
meaning. [ESIFC 6.3] 

Recognize and explain how 
characteristics (cultural, economic, and 
physical-environmental) of regions affect 
the history of societies in the Eastern 
Hemisphere. [SS Practices D.4] 

Write informative/explanatory texts, 
including the narration of historical 
events, scientific 
procedures/experiments, or technical 
processes. [Lit for Hist WHST.6.2] 

Express 

Present answers and conclusions 

Presents conclusions and 
supporting facts in a variety of 
ways. [ESIFC 6.4][ESIFC 6.4] 

Formative Performance Task: Write a 
paragraph about how writing emerged in 
Mesopotamia and describe the 
implications of that development.  

Produce clear and coherent writing in 
which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. [Lit for Hist. 
WHST.6.4]  

Reflect 

Reflect on own learning 

Identifies own strengths and 
sets goals for improvement. 
[ESIFC 5.11] 
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