
12th Grade Gender Wage Gap Inquiry 

What Should Be Done about the Gender Wage Gap? 

Supporting Question 4 

Supportin
g 
Question 

Is there a political solution to the gender wage gap? 

Social 
Studies 
Practices 

  Gathering, Using, and Interpreting Evidence    Civic Participation  

Inquiry Process and Skills 

Connect 

Acquire background knowledge 

Develops a schema or mind map 
to express the big idea and the 
relationships among supporting 
ideas and topics of interest. 
[ESIFC 9.2] 

Identify, describe, and contrast the roles of 
the individual in opportunities for social and 
political participation in different societies. 
[SS Practices F.4] 

Cite specific textual evidence to 
support analysis of primary and 
secondary sources. [Lit for Hist 
RH.12.1] 

Wonder 

Develop questions 

Plans inquiry to systematically 
test hypothesis or to gather 
evidence to validate thesis. [ESIFC 
11.1][ESIFC 11.1/2] 

Explain different philosophies of social and 
political participation and the role of the 
individual leading to group-driven 
philosophies. [SS Practices F.3] 

Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they are 
used in a text. [Lit for Hist 
RH.12.4] 

Investigat
e 

Analyze and summarize evidence to answer the research questions 

Challenges ideas in text and 
makes notes of questions to 
pursue in additional sources. 
[ESIFC 12.2][ESIFC 12.2/2] 

Identify situations in which social actions are 
required and determine an appropriate 
course of action. [SS Practices F.6] 

Integrate and evaluate multiple 
sources of information 
presented in diverse formats. 
[Lit for Hist RH.12.7] 

Construct 

Interpret information 

Develops own point of view and 
supports with evidence. [ESIFC 
12.4] 

Fulfill social and political responsibilities 
associated with citizenship in a democratic 
society. [SS Practices F.8] 

Evaluate an author’s presmises, 
claims, and evidence by 
corroborating or challenging 
them with other information. 
[Lit for Hist RH.12.8] 

Express 

Present answers and conclusions 

Evaluates own product and 
process throughout the work and 
uses self-assessment, teacher 
feedback, and peer feedback to 
make revisions when necessary. 
[ESIFC 12.5][ESIFC 12.5/2] 

Formative Performance Task: Write a claim 
supported with evidence that explains 
whether or not there is a political solution to 
the wage gap.  

Write arguments focused on 
discipline-specific content. [Lit 
for Hist WHST.12.1] 

Reflect 

Reflect on own learning 

Records individual experience of 
the inquiry process – the hardest 
part, best part, skills learned, 
insights experiences, etc. with 
suggestions for future 
improvement. [ESIFC 10.6] 
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