
11th Grade Civil Rights Inquiry 

What Made Nonviolent Protest Effective during the Civil Rights Movement? 

Supporting Question 3 

Supporting 
Question 

How did others use nonviolence effectively during the civil rights movement? 

Social Studies 
Practices 

  Gathering, Using, and Interpreting Evidence    Chronological Reasoning and Causation 

Inquiry Process and Skills 

Connect 

Acquire background knowledge 

Revises the question or 
problem as needed to arrive at 
a manageable topic for 
inquiry. [ESIFC 8.1][ESIFC 
8.1/2] 

Define and frame questions about events the 
world in which we live, form hypotheses as 
potential answers to these questions, use 
evidence to answer these questions, and 
consider and analyze counter-hypotheses. [SS 
Practices A.1] 

Integrate and evaluate multiple 
sources of information 
presented in diverse formats and 
media in order to address a 
question or solve a problem. [Lit 
for Hist RH.11.7] 

Wonder 

Develop questions 

Refines questions to guide the 
search for different types of 
information (e.g., overview, 
big-idea, specific detail, cause 
and effect, comparison). 
[ESIFC 8.2] 

Analyze evidence in terms of content, 
authorship, point of view, bias, purpose, 
format, and audience. [SS Practices A.3] 

Integrate information from diverse 
sources, using both primary and 
secondary, into a coherent 
understanding of an idea or event, 
noting discrepancies among sources. 
[Lit for Hist RH.11.9] 

Investigate 

Analyze and summarize evidence to answer the research questions 

Pursues a balanced 
perspective by evaluating 
information based on 
authority, accuracy, point of 
view, and reliability. [ESIFC 
11.2] 

Identify, analayze, and evaluate the 
relationship between multiple causes and 
effects. [SS Practices B.3] 

Evaluate an author’s premises, 
claims, and evidence by corroborating 
or challenging them with other 
information. [Lit for Hist RH.11.8] 

Construct 

Interpret information 

Presents different 
perspectives with evidence for 
each. [ESIFC 11.4] [11.4/2] 
[11.4/3] 

Articulate how events are related 
chronologically to one another in time and 
explain the ways in which earlier ideas and 
events may influence subsequent ideas and 
events. [SS Practices B.1] 

Evaluate author’s differing points of 
view on the same historical event or 
issue by assessing the author’s claims, 
reasoning, and evidence. [Lit for Hist 
RH.11.6] 

Express 

Present answers and conclusions 

Chooses the most appropriate 
format, tone and language to 
communicate ideas clearly in 
real world formats to different 
audiences. [ESIFC 11.5] 

Formative Performance Task:  Research the 
impact of a range of actors and the 
effective nonviolent direct actions they 
used in events during the civil rights 
movement.  

Write informative/explanatory texts, 
including the narration of historical 
events, scientific 
procedures/experiments, or technical 
processes. [Lit for Hist WHST.11.2] 

Reflect 

Reflect on own learning 

Identify own strengths and set 
goals for improvement [ESIFC 
9.5] [ESIFC 9.5/2] 
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